On June 21, 1847, a group
of Poughkeepsie women met to
form the Female Guardian Society
to care for the poor, abandoned
and neglected in their communities,
most especially the children. Their belief was
that children deserve a nurturing and caring
environment.

Giving to the Children’s Home
Your support matters. Since 1847 the community has
generously helped to provide for the most vulnerable
children in the Hudson Valley. Children who have been
abused, neglected and maltreated. Each year, hundreds
of children find sanctuary at the Children’s Home: a safe,
warm and caring place.
More than 170 years later, the underlying mission of
the Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie is the same: to
provide a safe and nurturing environment that improves lives and empowers at-risk children and families
in the Hudson Valley and surrounding communities.
These are the core principles we live by and use to
focus our decision making:
INTEGRITY
We will act ethically, honorably, and with
commitment in all that we do.

Dollars received from government funding cover about
92% of the actual cost of care. The Children’s Home relies
on community support to ensure that children receive the
best care possible. Private funding from gifts, grants and
interest on investments provide for increased services to
children, including additional social workers, childcare
staff, and our facility service dogs. Funds also support children’s activities, special services to families, and enhanced
services to youth transitioning to independence.
When you give to the Children’s Home you help children
find healing and hope during their darkest times.

STEWARDSHIP
We will manage our resources responsibly to
ensure ongoing sustainability.

Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie
10 Children’s Way, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-452-1420

RESPECT
We will show compassion and respect for
ourselves and others.

Become part of our community!
childrenshome.us

OPPORTUNITY
We will foster resiliency and seek to
create growth opportunities.

A place of healing
and hope for over
170 years.

Safe Harbour

The Children’s Home provides services to children,
youth and their families in one or more of the six
programs that comprise our continuum of care: Group
Emergency Foster Care, Campus Residential, Young
Mothers, Agency Boarding Homes, Safe Harbour, and
Supervised Independent Living.

The Safe Harbour program opened in October
2016. This fourteen-bed program provides services
for adolescent girls who are victims of or at high risk
for, Commercial Sexual Exploitation, Domestic Trafficking, and girls that have a complex history of sexual
trauma. Safe Harbour is trauma responsive and focuses
on the treatment, recovery, and healing of the girls.

Children placed at the Home, mostly through county
family courts, live in cottages on our campus or houses
in the community, which give them the most home-like
setting possible. Unlike most residential foster care
agencies, the children attend public schools, which
allows them to participate in after-school activities,
join clubs, and have experiences similar to their peers.
The Home’s social workers and staff work closely
with families to involve them in the healing process
of preparing the children for return to family, adoption
or independence.

Group Emergency Foster Care
Group Emergency Foster Care is a 33-bed program that
provides Child Protective Services from several counties
with round-the-clock availability of residential care for children who are in imminent danger if they remain in their
homes. This program serves children from birth to eighteen
years of age. The program is tailored to serve individual
children and sibling groups, and full diagnostic services
are coordinated by the Home’s staff.

Campus Residential
The Campus Residential program provides therapeutic residential care on the main campus for 18 girls and boys. Youth live in
cottages that provide a home-like setting, with single and double
bedrooms, kitchens, living rooms and recreation areas. Staff
provide around-the-clock awake coverage. All children attend
public schools and many participate in sports and other activities. Some youth have jobs on campus or in the community.

Supervised Independent Living

Young Mothers
The Young Mothers program serves girls in foster care who
become pregnant or are new mothers and need residential
and support services. The goal of this program is to support
the young women and their children as they work to develop
a solid foundation to become good parents and self-sufficient
adults. The services the girls receive include medical, educational, vocational, social, mental health counseling, youth
mentoring and parenting skills. Children’s Home staff gently
teach and guide the young women as they learn to care for
their children and themselves.

Agency Boarding Homes
The Agency Boarding Home program includes two, six-bed
homes, located in residential neighborhoods, that provide
each adolescent an opportunity to strengthen his/her ability
for close interpersonal relationships in a home setting, to
develop skills for independent living and to survive the
adolescent identity crisis with people who are able to provide
more intensive help when needed. Staff provide daily guidance, regularly interact with school personnel, transport
youth to family visits, and teach independent living skills.

The Supervised Independent Living program is a type
of agency boarding home in which youth live on their
own in the community under the supervision of the
Children’s Home. This program provides a transitional
experience for youth for whom the plan of care is discharge from care to his/her own responsibility. Youth
in this program are between 18 and 21 years of age,
have received their high school diploma or GED and
are attending college and/or working in the community.

Facility Service Dogs
In 2011, the Children’s Home welcomed its first Facility
Service Dog to help calm a young girl as she testified
in court about the abuse she had suffered. Realizing the
immense benefits of having a specially trained dog to
comfort all the children in care, the Home formalized the
program in 2011. Today, our Facility Service Dogs work
five days a week, visiting with the children or attending
individual and family therapy sessions, and court visits.
Often, traumatized children cannot talk to an adult, but
will tell the dogs their stories. The social workers and psychologists can then begin the process to help them heal.

