
On June 21, 1847, a group 
of Poughkeepsie women met 
to form the Female Guardian 
Society to help care for the 
poor, abandoned and neglected in their 
communities, most especially the children. 
Their belief was that children deserve a 
nurturing and caring environment. Together 
they founded the Poughkeepsie Orphan 
House and Home of the Friendless.

A place of healing  
and hope for over  

170 years.

Contact Us

Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie
10 Children’s Way

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
childrenshome.us

geninfo@childrenshome.us
More than 170 years later their work 
continues. Today, the mission of the 
Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie remains 
the same: the Home is dedicated to providing 
a safe and nurturing environment that 
improves lives and empowers at-risk children 
and families in the Hudson Valley and 
surrounding communities. 

Find us on
Facebook and LinkedIn



The Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie is 
a private, not-for-profit, New York State 
Corporation licensed by the NYS Office 
of Children and Family Services and the 
Department of Health. The Home provides 
a full range of Community Based Services, 
Residential Services and a Facility Service 
Dog Program, giving healing and hope to at-
risk children throughout the state. Each year 
approximately 350 children and their families 
receive services.    

Community Based Services
In 2016 the Children’s Home began to offer 
Community Based Services to children and their 
families. Services are provided in Dutchess, Orange, 
Putnam, Sullivan and Ulster counties in New York 
and can include Care Management, Adoption 
Recruitment, Children and Family Treatment  
and Support Services and Home and Community 
Based Services.

Residential Services
The Children’s Home provides residential services to 
children in the New York State Foster Care System 
who are placed at the Home through county family 
courts and local departments of social services. 
Children range in age from newborn to twenty-one 
years of age. Residents live in cottages on our main 
campus or houses in the community, which gives 

them the most home-like setting possible. The Children’s 
Home is one of three agencies in New York that send their 
children to off-site public schools, providing them with an 
experience similar to their peers. Social workers, caseworkers, 
nurses, psychologists and youth counselors work together  
to ensure the child’s mental and physical needs are met.  
A robust vocational and recreational program is offered. 

Facility Service Dog Program
In 2011, the Children’s Home welcomed its first Facility 
Service Dog to help calm a young girl as she testified in court 
about the abuse she suffered. Realizing the benefits of having 
a specialty trained dog to comfort all the children in care, the 
Home formalized the program. Today, our Facility Service 
Dogs work five days a week, visiting with the children or 
attending individual and family therapy sessions, and court 
visits. Often, traumatized children cannot talk to an adult, 
but will tell the dogs their stories, allowing our clinical team 
to begin the process to help them heal.

Giving to the  
Children’s Home
Community Support Matters 
Since 1847 the community has 
generously provided for the most 
vulnerable children in our community. Each year 
the Children’s Home budget is structured with the 
anticipation of private funding from gifts, grants and 
interest on investments, added to our State/County 
revenue stream, to provide a balanced budget. 

With help from our community, we can do more. 
We can give children who have lived through 
heartbreaking experiences a better chance at a 
brighter tomorrow.

Donations help to support increased services to our 
children, including additional social workers and 
direct care staff, children’s activities and cultural 
enrichment, special services to families, enhanced 
services to youth transitioning to independence,  
and our facility service dog program.

We are grateful to all of our donors for the  
incredible support we receive. To learn more 
about ways you can support the Home,  
please visit our website at childrenshome.us  
or call 845-452-1420.


